Low Down

New 20mph Speed Limit to be Introduced in Llane

A new 20mph speed limit is being introduced in a large area of Llanelli as
part of a WelshGovernment rollout to reduce he national default speed
limit.

Llanelli North, which covers Dafen, some parts of Felinfoel and the Llaner
area, has been chosen as one of eight communities in Wales to trial a
reduced national speed limit from 30mph to 28ph in residential areas and
busy pedestrian streets.

Evidence shows that lower speeds result in fewer collisions and reduces
severity of injuries, and in particular, where 20mph limits are introduced,
there is a reduction in the number of casualties.
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speeds benefits the community in a number of ways, not only does it
reduce the number of collisions and casualties on our roads, but it has a
positive impact on our overall wellbeig and the local environmeng.

If the Welsh Government goes ahead with the proposal to reduce the
default speed limit to 20mph, Wales will become the first region in the UK
to bring in the change.

It is being rolled out in eight communities across Walkesgather data and
develop a best practice approach before the proposed full rollout in 2023.
The other areas are St Dogmaels in Pembrokeshire, Abergavenny, Centr
North Cardiff, Severnside in Monmouthshire, Buckley in Flintshire, Cilfrew
in Neath Port Téot, and St Brides Major in the Vale of Glamorgan.
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speed limits save lives, the evidence is clear. By making 20mph the defat
speed limit on busy pedestrian streets and in residealtareas across Wales
we can make our streets a safer and more welcoming place for cyclists al
pedestrians, and help create a positive impact on our environment.
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TheWelsh Government has launched a consultation for people to have
their say on the proposal, to submit your views visit the consultations
section on the Welsh Governmentebsite before October 1st.



https://gov.wales/proposal-reduce-speed-limit-20mph-residential-streets

New Higlway Code to Make Active Trav8afer and Easier

Gt o (hanges to the Highway Code, including putting
DutchReach= LISRSaidNAxlFya G GKS G2L) 27
8 When exiting a vehicle have been announced by the Transport Secretary, Grant

check your mirrors and
open the door as follows: Shapps
Reach for the handle . .
with your far hand The proposed changes, which are due to receive

parliamentary approval in the autumn, will ab give

. pedestrians_ priority at zebra crossings and junctions as
shoulder to the rear well as raising further awareness about the dangers of
speeding.

Swivel your upper body

Open the door slightly
and check again before
exiting the vehicle (‘

The Epartment for Transporthas announced that in
order to build on the active travel boom seen throughout
the pandemic ando enhance safety for cyclists and pedestrians, the new version of the Highway will include updates on

1 a hierarchy of road users that ensures road users who can do the greatest harm have the greatest responsibility to
reduce the danger they may pose tdlwers

strengthened pedestrian priority on pavements and when crossing or waiting to cross the road

guidance on safe passing distances and speeds and ensuring that cyclists have priority at junctions when travelling
straight ahead
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Transport Secretary Grant Shapps said,
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Further details can be fountere.
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See it, Snap it, Send it!

Members of the public can now submit evidence of asstbcial driving, owing to the work of Gwent Police and the safety
camera partnership, GoSafe.

Through the existing scheme, Operation SNAP, road users have
been able to submit evidence of dangerous driving recorded on
dashcams. Now, members of the public will also be able to send
footage of antisocial road use directly to the police.

Footage can beubmitted from many different sources including
mobile phones, CCTV and other recording devices. g%&&%s#& SY EF%R
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As part of the scheme, Gwent Police is publishing a locally targeteciSI3LPEL LUA PRS2 [ )] B ‘; rons
campaign on social media, to educate local residents about how T T ' i
they can make a differencto local communities and residents.
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& ! ysdchal behaviour can blight communities, and when this type of behaviour moves across to our rdams) result in
harm or even worse.
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might have about their streets and roads, and provide policing with the evidence requiredto take i A 2 y ® ¢

Evidence of antsocial driving can be submitted via theoSafe websit¢hrough a simple online form. By making a report,

members of the public might be required to attend court in order to doim the information given is accurate and
represents what has happened.


https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/review-of-the-highway-code-to-improve-road-safety-for-cyclists-pedestrians-and-horse-riders#history
https://gosafesnap.wales/
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This summer, some people may be considering purchasing-aoamter, which have become an increasingly common sight
aspeople are still looking at alternatives to public transport or a way to reduce car use.

However, it is illegal to use a privately ownedszooter on public roads, pavements or cycle paths.

Road Safety Wales would like to advise anyone contemplatinggmasing or using an-scooter, that they risk being issued
with a £300 fine, 6 penalty points on their driving licence and having theceoter seized.

D — Additionally, for any driver or motorcyclist that has
DAl m passed their driving test in the last two yeaiscould
Wi result in a driving disqualification and the need to #take

DIOGELYR  poth the theory and practical driving test.
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Pl‘. rental e-scooters are taking place in some parts of
- England, but escooters shouldnly be used within the
local area hosting the trial.
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scooter is on private land with the permission of the land
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Some people may not realise that gy are affecting
anyone by illegally riding an-scooter, but they can be incredibly frightening to someone with sight or hearing loss.
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This is totally unaceptable and we are grateful that our police colleagues are taking robust action against these
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use. People with sightoss, who cannot hear or see them approaching, are particularly at risk.

428 R2y Qi S BdaSeabsibn thegav@nent,Rind% near miss caused by @ea@oter can be so frightening that a
person with sight loss stops going out independentlys&ooters will have a dramatic and irreversible effect on the street
environment. Our pavements should be safe for
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Although reducing car use is welcomed,
particularly for local journeys, purchasers of e
scooters could unwittingly be putting the safety
of themselves and others at risk.

There are many other ecfriendly methods of
travel, such as walking or cycling, \idh are both
encouraged by Road Safety Wales and legal.
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buying an escooterc retailers may be happy to

sell one to you but it can be seized the moment

you attempt to use it in a public place.



WishingYou Could Have Stayed in Bed a Bit Longer Today?
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The dangers of operatinga vehicle whertired
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who has fallen asleep cannot brake or swerve so
unfortunately collisions tend to involve high
speed impacts, often resulting in death or serious

injury.

It may be diffialt to avoid driving or riding if you
rely on a vehicle to get home from work, but if
you start feeling tired it is essential that you
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a couple more miles away. Stop, take a break
and make sure you only att off again when
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Most methods drivers and riders use to try to
keep themselves awake and alert on the road are
ineffective and should only be regarded as emergency measures to allow time to find somewhere safe to stop.

Drinking at least 150 mg of caffeine and taking a nap of around 15 minutes are the only measures that help to reduce
sleepiness, for a temporary period.

Collisions caused by tired drivers are most likely to happen:

1 onlong journg/s on monotonous roads,

such agnotorways

between 2am and 6am

between 2pm and 4pm (especially after eating,
or taking even one alcoholic drink)

after having less sleep than normal

if taking medicines that cause drowsiness
after long working hours or on journeys home
after longshifts, especially night shifts
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Teresa Ciano, Chair of Road Safety Wales said:
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instead of their usual holiday abroad. As a result, a
number of people may not be used to driving long
distances across theountry to reach their holiday
destination.

"As well as checking your vehicle is safe and roadworthy before leaving home, please make sure you plan your route to
include regular rest breaks (at least 15 minutes every two hours) and if necessary plan anigtiestop if the distance is
too much to reasonably travel in one day."

Road Safety Wales is reminding everyone that ignoring or underestimating the risks of continuing a journey when tired i
naive and irresponsible.
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Urging Motorists to Respect the Rules and Keep Gwynedd Safe

Gwynedd Council and North Wales Police are once again working together to tackle problems associatdtlegidhand
irresponsible parking.

With an unprecedented number of people choosing to visit Gwynedd, irresponsible parking in some of the county's majc
destinations is a cause for concern.

Officers have been specifically targeting parking these areabetp
keep the area safe for all road users.

Councillor Gareth Griffith, Gwynedd Council's Cabinet Member for the
Environment, said:
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along with travel restrictions meaning that people &ry Qi | 6t S
abroad, many Gwynedd communities are seeing high numbers of visito
at present.
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common sense when visiting Gwynedd to keep the area safe for

everyone.

G2 S I al Labehaidfri in adRandelfuse the bus services like the Sherpa if you plan to go walking in the mounta
and if a car park is full for them to look for another suitable location.

G¢KSNB KI @S 06SSy @I NAR2dza SEI YLX S atelyi édaageringother@iigre dyclidtdGadL.
pedestrians and causing serious access problems for emergency service vehicles, including mountain rescue volunteer:
That is totally unacceptable.
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Signs have been placed at several locations to warn motorists that the vehicles of those who are breakimglés are

likely to be taken by police.

Superintendent Neil Thomas, North Wales Policeaddé® S | NB g2NJ Ay3 Of 2aSte gAGK
and the National Park to help reduce the risk to walkers, cyclists and other road users.

& ¢ K §spdndilidland dangerous parking we have witnessed in some areas not only risks lives but also prevents
emergency vehicle access.
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people tobe responsible and think about where they park and to make full use of the park and ride facilities that are
available.
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See Road Safety Wales on: Facebq@koadsafetywales S
Twitter ~ @roadsafetywales
Telephone +44 (0)29 2020600 (3 K



http://www.facebook.com/roadsafetywales
http://www.twitter.com/roadsafetywales

